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FARM  TELEPHONES 


Farms  with  Telephones  Continue  Increase 


The  percent  of  farms  with  telephones  is  double  what  it  was  in  19U0  and  continues 
to  increase  in  most  States,  but  at  a  decreasing  rate  except  in  the  southern  and 
southwestern  States,  according  to  the  survey  made  as  of  July  1  each  year  by  the 
Crop  Reporting  Board*  The  southern  States  lead  the  increase  since  19U0  primarily 
because  of  the  low  proportion  of  farms  in  those  States  having  telephones* 

Using  Census  data  for  191*0,  19U5>  and  1950  and  yearly  data  from  the  Crop  Reporting 
Board  surveys  beginning  with  19U7,  comparisons  are  made  to  show  rapid  increase  in 
the  number  of  telephones  in  farm  homes  during  the  last  16  years*  Beginning  with 
19U0,  the  North  Atlantic  States,  the  North  Central,  and  the  Mountain  States  made 
their  largest  percentage  increases  in  farms  with  telephones  during  the  19UO-U5 
period.  For  these  areas  the  rate  of  the  increase  declined  for  the  next  two  suc¬ 
cessive  5  year  periods.  In  the  remaining  parts  of  the  country,  the  largest  in¬ 
creases,  percentagewise,  were  during  1950-55# 

In  19U0  there  were  only  7  States  in  which  as  many  as  50  percent  of  the  farms  had 
telephone  service.  By  19U5  eight  more  States  had  reached  the  50  percent  mark. 

The  1950  Census  showed  28  States  having  50  percent  or  more  of  their  farms  with 
telephones.  As  of  1955  only  17  States  remained  under  50  percent  with  13  States 
having  75  percent  or  more. 

Since  19U7,  the  percentage  of  farms  with  telephone  service  has  continued  to  increase 
in  practically  all  States.  However,  in  some  Northeastern  States  there  has  been 
a  reduction  in  the  actual  number  of  phones  even  though  the  percentage  increased 
slightly  because  of  a  decline  in  the  total  number  of  farms. 

As  of  July  1,  1956,  the  States  having  the  highest  percentage  of  farms  receiving 
telephone  service  were  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey. 
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